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 The 2015 Lady 
Zizzer Cross 
Country team 
are Ozark 
Confernce 
Champs! From 
left to right: 
Sydney Sanders, 
Madison Brown-
rigg, Hayley 
Baca, Macken-
zie Brownrigg, 
Theresa Harto, 
Kayli Brower, 
and Kenzie 
Bergman.
Congratulations, 
ladies!

 The 2015 Zizzer 
Cross Country 
team are Ozark 
Confernce 
Champs! From 
left to right: Ca-
leb Boys, Dylan 
Hayes, Josh 
Ingalls, Jacob 
McCracken, Ben 
Stasney, Ethan 
Hutchinson, and 
Garrett Hicks. 
Congraulations, 
guys!



Chiefs’ 
Corner

     Meet the Staff 
    Dave Honeyfield

By Karissa Houts
 Dave Honeyfield, from Willow Springs, works at West Plains 
High School and is known for his kind ways. He says, “The best part of 
my job would be working around the students.”  He has worked at the 
high school for ten years. 
 Ruth Brazeal said, “He is always so willing to help, and has a 
cheerful personality.” “Dave,” Mrs. Locke said, “is honest, hard work-
ing, and friendly.” Honeyfields kind actions were noticed and he re-
ceived “The Support Staff of the Year” award. Along with the award he 
was given a gift certificate, but being selfless individual he is he bought 
a clock for the school and it  now hangs in the cafeteria. The world needs 
more people like Dave Honeyfield and WPHS is proud to call him a 
member of its team.

 Hello, Zizzerland! It’s mid-October, and first quarter 
has just ended. Do you know what that means? It’s the most 
spooktacular time of the year! Halloween is our favorite 
season because, in the words of The Nightmare Before 
Christmas. “Life’s no fun without a good scare!” Also, who 
doesn’t love pumpkin-scented everything and chocolate 
comas?
 Aside from the pumpkins, candy, and ghouls, 
Zizzerland is taking this month by storm. All of the fall 
sports teams are coming to a close, receiving many honors 
for Zizzer nation.
 Zizzer clubs are now in full swing, as well. If you 
still want to become involved in something, it’s not too late. 
Talk to a club sponsor to see if you’re able to join.
 Happy Halloween this month, Zizzers! As Coach 
Quarti says, “have a good day, drive safe, and remember 
someone cares about you!”
 Your editors,

 Madison Cozort and Tara Long
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CORRECTION from September issue: Austin Beard is the Student Council President and Aimee Metcalf is 
the Senior Class President. Our apologies to very fine, upstanding leaders of the senior class!



 Zizzerette is a publication of West Plains High 
School, created by students in Mrs. Dianna Locke’s 
English class.  Eight issues of the newspaper are cre-
ated each year.  It is published by students in Mr. Scott 
Heidy’s class.

Editors.......Madison Cozort and Tara Long

Writers....Brendan Blades, Megan Biggers, Chance 
Davis, John Williams, Peyton Ramseur, Lane Cyr, Lexie 
Brauer, Marykate Wagoner, Kylie Givens, Bailee 
Doughtery, Karissa Houts, Rachel Knapp, Andria Mul-
lins, Amanda Stevens, and Tricia Evans

Advisor....Mrs. Dianna Locke

WPHS welcomes 
foreign exchange 

student
By Bailee Dougherty 
 All the way from Savigny-en-Véron, France is 
Loanne Sauvageon, this month’s New Kid on the Block! 
She is 16 years old and a junior here at WPHS, and we 
couldn’t be happier to have her!
 Back home in France, Loanne has two little sib-
lings, Téo and Anaë. She enjoys playing guitar, hanging 
out with her friends, and cooking delicious crêpes with 
her sister. Here in the States she is in choir and runs on 
the Cross Country team, in addition to meeting tons of 
new friends.
 “Americans give so many hugs; in France we 
kiss cheeks to say hello,” Loanne commented as one 
notable difference. She also mentioned the amount of 
fast food and that she misses her baguettes and cheeses. 
She said her time, thus far, in West Plains has been won-
derful and that Americans are amazing! Be sure to tell 
her “bonjour” if you see her in the halls to keep making 
her experience great.

Loanne Sauvageon
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Senior Spotlight
By Brendan Blades 
 This month’s Senior Spotlight focuses on 
the one and only Tara Long. Tara is involved in 
Student Council, National Honor Society, Beta, 
Zizzerette, yearbook, the Constitution project, 
and is the boys’ soccer manager. She is 17-years-
old and plans on attending Harding University 
for pre-med studies. Her favorite class, she says, 
is Zizzerette and her favorite teacher is Coach 
Quarti. In her free time, Tara takes naps and does 
homework when she isn’t busy with friends.
 When asked what her favorite food was, 
Tara replied, “All of it!” Ice cream seems to win 
over many other things, especially pancakes, the 
one food she said she doesn’t care for. 
 She worked as a lifeguard over the sum-
mer and she added that her favorite summer 
activites included skiing, kayaking, and paddle 
boarding.
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Junior 
Junction

By: Megan Biggers
 This month’s Junior Junction features Ryan Jones. 
Ryan is the only child of Tina and Len Jones. His mother 
owns her own reality company and his father works as our 
high school positive intervention center teacher, as well as the 
middle school’s football coach.
 Ryan has been a proud West Plains Zizzer since his  
middle school years. He is active in our school’s choir, as well 
as our football team. Though he enjoys both, he says that foot-
ball is his top priority, of which he has worked out for nearly 
every day since the eighth grade. Ryan said that his favorite 
part of high school would have to  be hanging out with old 
friends, as well as making new ones.
  After high school, Ryan plans on spending his first 
few years of college at MSU-WP, before transferring to Miz-
zou and then veterinary school. He then plans on opening up 
his own veterinary clinic. If none of that works out, he said he 
plans on doing whatever is necessary for him to make a liv-
ing. 
 Ryan’s class schedule is as follows: western civiliza-
tion, concert choir, Spanish II, weightlifting, Honors English 
III, chemistry, and honors geometry.
 Ryan’s advice for underclassmen is, “Don’t stress over 
your classes too much. Just about anyone will tell you that 
sophomore year was the hardest, and it’s true. So, don’t get 
discouraged, and keep your head up, it only gets easier from 
there. Make sure you don’t lower your expectations for your-
self; you can do this!”
 If you see Ryan around school, be sure to drop a 
friendly “hello,” because he will be sure to make your day.
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Sophomore 
Showcase

By Patricia Evins
 Dylan Evins, 15, is the son of Matt and Denice Evins, and has one 
older sister, Patricia. Evins’ hobbies include texting, reading, chewing 
bubble gum, and “ballin’ with no ‘G,’” he says. “My dog Gizmo is my fa-
vorite pet, because he is fat and lazy, and I can relate,” he says, in regard 
to his favorite dog. Dylan is taking classes in wood working, physical 
education, and study skills. Some goals he hopes to achieve later in life 
include being rich and making a career by owning all the McDonald’s in 
the world. If you see Dylan in the hallways or in class, say “hi!” He’s an 
interesting guy.

Freshman Focus
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By Lane Cyr
 Tyler Ford, a former Richards 
Rocket, is this month’s Freshman 
Foucs. He has a sister named Ashley 
and a brother named Ryan.
 Tyler said he likes high school 
“a lot better” than he did middle 
school.
 He plans to attend college 
after graduating WPHS and wants to 
become a veterinarian one day.
 For now, in his free time, 
Tyler enjoys playing soccer and video 
games. He said his inspiration is his 
best friend, Jake Garrett.

Z-I-Z-
Z-E-R

 THE ZIZZER ZONE

    patty ingalls
         owner
   p.o. box 1728
   west plains, mo 65775
   417-293-5249
   patty@thezizzerzone.com 
   thezizzerzone.com



New kid on the block
 This month’s New Kid on the Block is Zizzer football star, 
Ethan Minge, a transfer student from Willow Springs High School.
 Ethan was born on June 11, 1998, to proud parents Justin 
and Aimee Minge. He attended Richards School for both elemen-
tary and middle school and then transferred to Willow Springs 
High School where he attended freshman through junior years. He 
decided to try West Plains High School his senior year and said he 
is so glad that he did.
 “One of the main differences between the two schools is 
the size. I like West Plains a lot better, though, despite its larger 
size.”
 In his free time, Ethan likes to hunt, fish, and play football. 
He also likes the color blue, Captain America, lasagna, the lake, 
and turkey season.
 Ethan’s schedule consists of forensic science, speech, Al-
gebra II, English IV, weightlifting, study skills, and online foreign 
language!
 He said he plays outside lineback in football and runs 
sprints for the track team. “I love the football atmosphere. The fans 
are the best. Th team is like one big family. It’s one of the  many 
things that makes WPHS great,” he said.
 If you see Ethan in the halls, make sure to say, “Hey!”

ACT Corner
By Tara Long
 Are you planning on attending college? If so, most col-
leges require you to take the ACT (American College Test) test. 
It is a series of four sections, including English, math, reading, 
and science. There is also an optional writing component that you 
must pay extra to include.
 There are only six ACT tests per year, so sign up as 
quickly as possible. The remaining dates for this school year 
include October 24, 2015, December 12, 2015, February 6, 2016, 
and June 11, 2016. Each test costs approximately $35, unless you 
sign up during late registration. If you happen to sign up during 
the late registration period, it will cost you an extra $20. You can 
also opt to take the optional writing portion, which will tack on 
another $20.
 Most colleges give automatic scholarships for above aver-
age ACT scores, which can save you thousands of dollars. Happy 
testing!
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Clubs & Organizations

Choir
 The concert choir has had a great fall season; they had two wonderful fall concerts and had many mem-
bers make All-District choir. They have the All-District concert on November 7 at SBU, as well as performances 
at the Veteran's Day assembly on November 11 and a rural school tour on November 20.
 There will be many more chances for you to hear them if you missed the fall concerts; don't miss out!

Beta Club
 Zizzer Beta Club would like to give a warm welcome to all of 
its new members and send a big thank you to everyone that came out 
and supported them at the induction ceremony held on October 22. Beta 
is currently working on several projects, including helping elementary 
students and babysitting children during parent-teacher conferences. Beta 
is also selling Tupperware for a fundraiser for students who wish to attend 
Beta convention. For November’s Club meeting date, see Mrs. Martin in 
the East Wing. 

Senior Class News
 The senior class recently voted on colors, song, and motto during a meeting with Josten’s. The results 
are as follows:
Class Motto: “Sometimes you never know the value of a moment until it becomes a memory,” Dr. Seuss

Class Colors: Silver and Red

Class Song: “Time of Your Life,” Green Day

Zizzer Dramatic Theatre Company
 West Plains Drama Club, led by Mr. Andy Hansen, is now renamed to ‘Zizzer’s Dramatic Theatre Com-
pany.’ With a new name, they also have many exciting things coming up for us! 
 Mary Poppins is the musical this year and the group promises yet another amazing show. It will be 
showing on November 12 at 7 p.m., 13 at 7 p.m., and the 14 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $8 at the door, but 
will be cheaper in advance. 
 There will be auditions for a one-act play once the musical is over. And, they are planning on having 
a fundraiser called a Night of Improv. that should be very exciting so everyone should come out and support! 
Also, there is something coming up that the boys at WPHS should be very excited for....the  Mr. Zizzer Pageant! 
If any of you boys think you could be the next ‘Mr. Zizzer,’ tryouts will be announced shortly.
 If you want to learn more about ZDTC, they have a facebook page where you can search and get the lat-
est news on what’s going on. Anyone can be involved!
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Band
The band did fantastic at their competition. The entire band placed sec-
ond in their class. The Drum Majors (Emily Kimball, Lyndsi Stoops, and 
Austin Beard) were awarded Outstanding Drum Major.



Future Teachers of America

 Mrs. Jennifer Edgeller is the sponsor of FTA, Future Teachers of America. This group helps students ex-
perience the field of education prior to graduation. Also, it helps students decide what level and kind of teaching 
they want to do.
 FTA holds meetings once a month, if you’re interested, see Edgeller for more information. 
 FTA is having a big meeting in April at MSU West Plains. It’s a really fun time and the students attend 
workshops and win prizes. If you want to be a member of FTA make sure to talk to Mrs. Edgeller.

Literati
 Literati have held a few meetings that have held a dedicated core of students and teachers. They had 
their first writer’s workshop, swapping stories and providing helpful support for each other. The genre for 
October was suspense, thriller, and horror. The main purpose of this club is to share the love of literature experi-
ences. They hope to share their work with a bigger audience soon in the future. If anyone is interested to join or 
know more about the club, you can stop by Room 205 and see English teacher and sponsor Mr. Schilmoeller.

National Honor Society
 NHS is in the planning stages of the Annual Blood Drive on November 10. They are also working on 
choosing their service projects.

Future Farmers of America
 The FFA recently concluded yearly fruit sales to raise money for the club. The new national conven-
tion travel list has been released. The FFA rodeo fundraiser was a huge success. The FFA trap team has had an 
especially busy month. They competed at Houston and Area 13 trap shoots, placing first at both competitions, 
with both the boys’ and girls’ teams. They went on to place 4th with both teams at the state shoot in Lynn Creek 
in late September. Many members of the FFA will attend the national FFA convention in Louisville, Kentucky, 
October 28 through the 31. 

Skills USA
 Skills USA will compete in several events this year. November 18 is the district fall leadership meeting 
in Lebanon, MO. February 5 is the district contest at Waynesville, MO. February 17 is the district contest and 
awards also in Lebanon. Also, last but not least, the state conference and contests will be held in the spring. 
 If you have any interest in joining Skills USA be sure to talk to Mr. Heidy or Mrs. Davidson, club spons-
ers. But, remember the deadline to join the organization is December 16!     

World Language Club
 If you would like to learn about different cultures, have fun, and enjoy time with friends then check-
ing out the West Plains High School’s World Language Club could be for you. In the past, the World Language 
Club has learned about French culture and made crepes to enjoy. Next time, the club will be learning about 
Germany, playing German games, and learning about Mrs. Desiree Beard’s foreign exchange experience in 
Germany.  
    
Yearbook
 Senior ad order forms are now available and may be picked up at all three lunches. Senior pictures for 
the yearbook are to be turned in before we leave for Christmas break, so seniors had better get on that! The 
yearbooks are gooing to be ordered sometime in the first week of November and will be delivered on the last 
week of school, as usual. Hurry up and order your yearbooks, guys, before it is too late!
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Faculty Focus

By Brendan Blades
 Mr. Hess is in his 34th year of teaching, his 3rd in Zizzer Nation, and he said plans on retiring after 
next year. He is a very driven person, and his favorite part of his job is watching his kids succeed. He received 
his Bachelor’s degree in Science and Education from Kansas State University, and his Master’s in Science and 
Administration from Fort Hays State University. He has worked in many different schools as both a teacher and 
administrator. Even though he has worked in many different places, he still calls West Plains his home. 
 As a teacher, his main goal is to see his former students succeed. “I have kids that are doctors, engineers, 
actors, musicians, artists, construction workers, business owners, and everything else in between. “As long as 
they are happy and try their absolute best I feel like a really succeeded as a teacher, and that is why I love my 
job so much.” The advice he gives his students is, “to never limit yourself or think you can’t do something, and 
to set your goals high and do everything you can to reach them.” Hess has a loving wife, three children, and 
three grandchildren. He loves spending time with his family, which is relatively easy since two of his kids and 
two of his grandchildren live here in West Plains. His grandkids are in 5th grade, 3rd grade, and his youngest, 
Oliver who lives in Kansas City, just turned 6 months old. 
 When asked what made Hess decide to teach he told me the exact date he made his decision. “ This 
is gonna be kind of corny, but I remember the exact date. It was January 25, 1977, I was in my third year of 
college and on my way to becoming an architect. It was a Monday morning at about 3am. I woke up early and 
couldn’t go back to sleep so I decided to start on my Architecture project. It wasn’t a very difficult project and I 
couldn’t really get into it. Over the summer I had worked at a boys camp as a counselor and really enjoyed it. It 
was then that I decided to be a teacher. I went up to my counselor’s office and told them I want to switch ma-
jors. I already had most of the required classes for teaching out of the way so now all I had to do was explain to 
my dad why I was going to be going to school for another two years. The rest is history, and looking back it was 
one of the best decisions of my life.”
 His hobbies include spending time with family, doing jigsaw puzzles, making model trains if he has the 
space, and building or refurbishing stuff. Over the summer, he built a very interesting high chair for his young-
est grandson Oliver. It triples as a desk, high chair, and rocking chair. He has rebuilt many cars, including his 
father’s. His main goal for this year is to have at least a dozen students get a 4 or 5 on their AP tests. Hess is so 
dedicated to his students success he has a countdown until he retires on his planner. He said, “I don’t use this to 
keep track of how many days until I retire, I keep it so when im having a bad day I can look at it and say ‘I only 
have 264 more days to make a difference in these kids’ lives. That is what drives me every day and that is what 
makes me love my job so much.” Hess is located in the science wing and is a very interesting man to get to 
know.
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Faculty Focus
By Tara Long
 This month’s Faculty Focus is the always humorous 
Chris Quarti, member of  the WPHS English department. 
 He has been teaching for a whopping 17 years now, 
having taught at Truman High School (Independence, Mis-
souri) and now West Plains High School. 
 He attended Central Missouri State University (now 
UCM) for his undergraduate studies and William Woods Uni-
versity for his Master’s. This year, he teaches English III and 
The Bible and Its Influence. 
 When he isn’t teaching, Quarti is the assistant football 
coach and head baseball coach. In his free time, although he 
has very little, he enjoys fishing, reading, and spending time 
with his family. He and his wife, Jaylene, have two kids, a son 
named Jake and a daughter named Taylor. Quarti also fancies 
crab legs, Forrest Gump, blue, and Proverbs 27:17. However, 
he dislikes mean people, cigarette smoke, and carrots.
 If you see him in the halls, whether he’s being friendly 
or trying to pull someone’s leg, make sure to throw him a big 
“Hello, Coach Q!”
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Boys’ soccer

Zizzer soccer on national tv: Coach Schmitt and 
senior soccer players Devin Schmitt and LAYNE 
SPORELEADER at the USMNT game in Kansas 
City.

Residential/Commercial

Cleaning and Disaster

Restoration Services
417-256-8773

servicemasterwp@live.com
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By Karissa Houts

 This year the team says, “They are mentally 
stronger.” They have scored seven to eleven. Coach 
Schmidt said, “The losses have built more confidence 
to compete in districts.”  



Lady Zizzer Golf

Lady Zizzer Tennis

By Bailee Dougherty 
 The Lady Zizzer golf team has wrapped up their 2015 season. In the conference tournament held at the 
WP Country Club, Marisa Butler placed 4th overall and Caroline Beykirch took home 7th. At districts, Marisa 
placed 6th all-district, Caroline tied 10th, and Bailey 14th. None of the girls made it past sectionals, but it was 
still a good season and they are looking forward to to next year with the help of McKenzie Barker, Sidney Bur-
gess, and freshman Abby Collins.

By Amanda Stevens 
 The Lady Zizzer Varsity tennis team consists of Lexie Brauer, Emma Watson, Andria Mullins, Hannah 
Morrison, Mae Pavelka, and Aimee Metcaff. They participated in the Individual Districts on October 2nd, 
but sadly they did not win. “Districts didn’t go how we wanted it to, but we played to the best 
of our ability.” Lexie Brauer said. The season is over, but make sure you take some time to see 
these wonderful girls play next year. 

Lady Zizzer Volleyball
By Andria Mullins
 The Lady Zizzers Volleyball team, coached by Amy McNew, Bailey Layman, and Kaleigh Brown, had 
an outstanding 2015 season. The seniors for this year include: Machea Bruce, Camryn Johnson, Sara Evans, 
Alexis Eck, Avery Warren, and Ann Renee Cawvey.
 One of the team’s biggest accomplishments was receiving 3rd place in the Rolla tournament, where they 
had great victories over Houston, Mexico, and Summersville. During the tournament, Eck had 92 digs, Elle Wil-
liams had 40 kills, and Bruce had 37 kills and 5 aces. Congratulations on a great year, girls!
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Swim team
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By: Marykate Wagoner
 The Zizzer Boy’s Swim Team has had a 
great year so far. The team has two new records and 
new personal best hours. Alex Cochran holds the 
school record for the 100 breaststroke at 1:09.84. 
Sam Jensen, Alex Cochran, Drew Bledsoe, and Zach 
Jensen hold the school record for the 200-medley re-
lay at 1:53.94. Alex Cochran, Drew Bledsoe, Garrett 
Forester, Nate Sellers, Matthew McCall, and John 
Young have new personal best times. 

  Zizzers!



Lady Zizzer Softball 

By Kylie Givens
 Congratulations to the West Plains Zizzer 
softball team on their victorious season. “Although it 
didn’t turn out like we hoped I am still very proud of 
the girls,” stated Coach Don Long. Long says the team 
fought hard over the season and overcame adversity 
and many struggles. The team ended their memorable 
season with a record of 17 wins and 9 losses, and 7 
and 2 in the Ozark Conference.
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Zizzer Football

By Peyton Ramseur

    The Junior Varsity football team has had some ups and downs this season, but the good has outweighed the 
bad in the overall scheme of things. The coaches: Coach Harrill, Coach Spittler, and Coach Quarti, are very 
proud of the young players (which are mostly made up of sophomores and juniors). 
    The team had their last game against Rolla on Monday, October 19. “They are a talented young group who 
could be very fun to watch in a couple of years,”  says Coach Harrill. Sophomore players Jake Webb and 
Landry Randolph also add, “State champions 2017.” Could that be a preview for the future of West Plains foot-
ball? We will find out!

By Chance Davis
 The freshman football team started out 0-2 and made a complete turn in their season! They went on a 
six game winning streak to end the season 6-2. The 9th grade team, coached by Coach Matt Perkins and Coach 
Greg Dixon, play with a lot of heart and love for the game. To win games in the Ozark conference you have to 
bring a fight within you every time you step on the field and the freshman football team has done just that the 
last six Monday nights of their season. These young men are the future of varsity football and everyone looks 
forward to seeing these boys play on Friday nights. 

Freshman team: slowly building a football dynasty

Coaches label JV team a ‘talented young group’

By John Williams
 The Varsity football team ended ts regular season 8-1, 
with their only loss was against conference champs, the Kicka-
poo Chiefs. Although they are not conference champs, they still 
have a great shot at the district championship. 
 The team will play Rogersville in their first round of 
districts this Friday, and if all goes as planned, we will be see-
ing Webb City for the district championship. This season has 
been another great one in the process of establishing our football 
program as one of the best in the Ozarks.
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